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declared that neither Germany nor Italy had ever contemplated giving
the Western Powers the pleasure of such a digression.

From what it has been possible to observe in Berlin, the pre-
dominant impression left by the German-Italian conversations may
be summed up as follows: Italy Las endeavoured to exercise a
moderating influence, to restrain the Reich. But the results of this
attempt are still uncertain.

(4) The situation created by the Salzburg and Berchtesgaden con-
versations is therefore precarious. Certain indications, it is true, per-
mit the hope that the danger of war is not immediate. The crops have
not yet been entirely gathered in; the harvest was very late and was
partly damaged by the very abundant rains of the last few weeks.
Work on the fortifications is not completed either on the Western Front,
or on the German-Polish frontier. The preparations for the demonstra-
tions at Tannenberg (August 27} and Nuremberg (September 2-10) are
apparently being continued. The members of the Diplomatic Corps
have just been invited to the Congress, which, as nearly a million
Germans are expected to attend, will disorganize the railway service
for several weeks.

Nevertheless, these indications, cannot be considered entirely
conclusive.

The principal dangers of war may, therefore, be reduced to these two:

(a)  Illusion as to the attitude of France and Great Britain.

(b)  The hope of being able to destroy the Polish Army before
the Western Powers have been able to give effective assistance,
and of having by this means created a "war map" which would
set London and Paris thinking.

(a)  There is no doubt that certain of the Nazi leaders and, in
particular, Herr von Ribbentrop, still hope to give some sort of satis-
faction to the Western Powers by restricting the German claims to
Danzig, setting aside, provisionally, the question of the Corridor and
other claims against Poland.

(b)  The idea that the German Army could crush the Polish Army
and take Warsaw in a few weeks, or even a few days, before France
and England had time to intervene, or even to come to a decision,
is fairly widespread among the public and in certain official circles.
The Fuhrer himself is said to consider the undertaking as not impos-
sible.   It is said that certain officers in his circle encourage him in that
view.

What is most likely at the present time, is that Germany, while
endeavouring to carry through the first solution (a) is continuing to
push on her preparations with a view to being able if necessary to
attempt the second solution (b).

The best means of counteracting this manoeuvre obviously aimed
at gaining possession of Danzig in order to prepare the ruin of Poland,
to demoralize the small States guaranteed by France and England,
and to bring about the collapse of the entire system, built up to resist
aggression is, it would seem, to invite the Germans, if they were to
submit proposals to us to this effect, to address themselves to Warsaw.